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Excerpt: . . . 11 innovation and competitiveness, entrepreneurship, regional collaboration, and connection to
the worldwide market. These four cornerstones of EDAs approach have been successful in creating high-er-
skilled, higher-wage jobs, attracting private investment and preparing Americas regions for success in the 21st
century. In selecting projects for investment, both for distressed Native American commu-nities as well as other
distressed areas, EDA relies on grassroots ideas. When eco-nomic development strategies are developed by
local decision makers, the whole process works better. As example of EDAs investments in Native American and
Indian communities, allow me to review one of EDAs more fruitful partnerships: Native Village of Kwinhagak In
2004, EDA made an investment in the Native Village of Kwinhagak near Beth-el, Alaska. EDA invested 1. 2 million
to extend the airport runway 800 feet to ac-commodate planes handling bigger payloads. This successful
investment generated 189 jobs. The runway is strategically located to ship cargo to remote wilderness in
southwest Alaska and to Anchorage. Therefore, this runway extension benefits a whole region, not just a
locality. S. 2232 The Foreign Aid Lessons for Domestic Economic Assistance Act of 2007 ( S. 2232 ), proposes to
base assistance to Native American communities upon a multi-year strategic economic development plan
developed by the community. This is an important first step to any successful economic plan. The bill intends to
mirror the framework established by the Millennium Challenge Act, which improves how the U. S. provides
foreign aid to under-developed...
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