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this extraordinary treasury are the very private thoughts of American philosophers, farmers, athletes,
statesmen, mothers, laborers, scientists, industrialists, and others in their relation with God. Some are simple,
straightforward entreaties; others are elaborate invocations. All of them, however, provide indelible imprints
and keys to understanding the inner sanctumáof the individuals who made America what it is today.The
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essence remains the same. Americans from alláwalks of life and faiths have found their existences incomplete
without being able to reach out to a higher power. It is through the words of their prayers that they find
purpose in a larger context and from a greater perspective. -James P. Moore Jr. Since its inception, America
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