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reduction in rank, and the dismissal. In the absence of a
statutory provision the rule of law would seem to be that a
superior officer has no power to suspend a subordinate 1 and
that the salary of a subordinate who is illegally suspended
continues to accrue in spite of such suspension.2 The decisions
are, however, by no means in harmony on this point and the
consideration of the decisions at common law in the different
states is only of academic interest since statutes generally
confer upon the chief executive officer of the police force the
power to suspend policemen pending their trial upon charges.
This suspension is not a punishment but merely a measure
taken to safeguard the public interests. Thus a policeman who
habitually indulges in alcoholic beverages to excess might do
very great injury to the public, if his police 1 Gregory...
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