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not probable that immediate relief can be expected from this
source for many years under the existing conditions. In a
memorial from the civil engineers of the United States to the
President, made 20 years ago, it was pointed out that: By the
desultory and unsystematic methods of river and harbor
improvements which have prevailed in this country up to this
time, neither the harbors nor the rivers are at all adequate to the
needs of commerce. The navigable waterways at present are in
detached lengths, and not suited to economical transportation,
and many are useless for a large part of the year. They should
constitute connected systems, so planned as to avoid
transshipments. The value of these commercial channels is
gradually but surely impressing itself upon our people. All admit
their cheapness for heavy traffic. The methods pursued in the
prosecution of...
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