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AUTHORHOUSE, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In May 2000 the British nuclear hunter-killer submarine HMS Tireless
limped into Gibraltar using emergency propulsion and with her nuclear reactor shut down. Days earlier, while
traversing the Straits of Sicily the crew had discovered a crack in one of the nuclear reactor pipes, requiring the
immediate shutting down of the reactor to prevent a potential reactor accident, an operation never before
conducted on a British submarine at sea. Th e previous six days had been a difficult time for the crew of the
submarine. Initial indications of a nuclear reactor defect had quickly escalated into a full scale potential
nuclear reactor accident at sea, requiring decisive action by the crew to make the reactor safe, to identify the
defect and attempt to repair the reactor, and then to surface the submarine and to sail her safely back to the
nearest safe harbor using emergency propulsion machinery designed for very limited use. The resulting lack of
electrical power resulted in the crew having to sacrifice lighting, air-conditioning, bathing facilities and even
hot food until their return to harbor, and to suffer in the excessively hot interior of the boat. Throughout, there
remained the fear of exposure to deadly radiation and the uncertainty that the reactor might still be one step
away from a major accident. For one man onboard, this episode formed the culmination of a 25 year naval
engineering career almost fated for this moment. Charge Chief Stephen Bridgman, the senior nuclear
propulsion technician, had needed all of his engineering knowledge and experience in the identification and
eventual repair of the submarine reactor, subsequently being awarded an MBE together with a colleague for
his services to naval engineering...
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