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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .and commit the government of it. 88 Elizabeth s papistical predilections
rendered the scriptural simplicity of Puritanism abhorrent to her mind. Not only so, but she hated the Puritans
for their moral teaching, their moral discipline, their moral manners, and their moral lives, which contrasted so
reproachfully with the licentiousness in which her Court wallowed. Faunt, private secretary to Walsingham,
uttered a sad complaint about having to live in such an immoral atmosphere as the Court. The only discontent |
have, he writes, is to live where is so little godliness and exercise of religion, so dissolute manners and corrupt
conversation generally, which | find to be worse than Hist, of Eng., x. 115. when | knew the place first. 29 In a
subsequent letter, under date London, 6 Aug. 1583, he describes the Court as not improving as years roll on. My
mind, he says, is most grievously wounded with the view | am there constrained to have of all enormities--where
sin reigneth in the highest degree. 30 It was the corruption of the Court, says Froude, that thwarted the wise
designs of her ministers, and made Elizabeth act with deceit and treachery towards them. In Burghley s
presence she could be argued into reason; when he left her, she fell back under the persuasion of Leicester and
the poisonous household clique, the nest of traitors, male and female, who were for ever busy undermining her
wiser judgment, and thwarting the influence of her Ministers....
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