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three sides are the waters of the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf, and on the west is the great sea of sand
which the Arabs call the empty abode, and which has never been crossed by any traveller as far as we know.
The Arabs themselves are afraid to venture beyond the limits of the oases that touch its borders, and on all the
maps of Arabia this desert is marked blank and unexplored. Because the people of Oman for centuries past
lived on such an island with the sea on one side and the desert on the other, they are quite distinct from the
other Arabs. The language they speak has a peculiar accent, and their religion, although they are
Mohammedans, is in many respects different from that of the other parts of Arabia | want to tell you of two
journeys taken across this province. Many others have been made since, and our medical missionaries can now
visit all the villages in the mountains back of the coast. On May 9, 1900, a colporteur and | put our two chests of
books and medicines on board a small sailing-boat, and at four o clock the wind was favourable to leave
Bahrein harbour. We intended ARABIA to visit the pirate coast,...
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