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Summary: " African Cities: Alternative Visions of Urban Theory and Practice makes a significant contribution to
the recent scholarly writing and research on cities in Africa. Garth Myers challenges conventional theories and
models that have largely imprisoned the study of cities in Africa in conceptual straightjackets that are not
particularly helpful in understanding what is actually happening on the ground. By taking the ''always-moving
spaces of African cosmopolitan urbanism'' as his point of departure, he oHers fresh insights that can enable us
to rethink prevailing ideas and stereotypes about cities in Africa. This pioneering book is a must-read for
anyone interested in grasping the dynamics of urbanization not only in Africa but also in the Global South
more generally." -- Martin J. Murray Professor of Urban Planning, Taubman College of Architecture and Urban
Planning and Adjunct Professor, African Studies, Center for Afroamerican and African Studies, University of
Michigan "Garth Myers'' work is a major and timely contribution that puts the study of African cities back on
the intellectual map. His work provides a major synthesis as well as a critical reflection on prominent themes in
the rapid urbanization of African cities. This books uniquely balances theory and practice in a very accessible
way. This book is essential reading for planners and scholars and everyone else in between that wants to better
understand contemporary urbanization in Africa." -- Richard Grant, Professor, Department of Geography and
Regional Studies University of Miami and Senior Research Scientist, Adjunct Professor, The Earth Institute,
Columbia University "Garth Myers''s African Cities oHers a creative and critical conversation between the
growing literature on the theories and practices of urban studies and the cutting edge research exploring the
ethnographies, geographies, histories as well...
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