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specifications that ensure food quality and nutrition, neither one specifically addresses the topic of ensuring the
safety of food in procurement, with one exception - the First Choice manual directly addresses safety in the
procurement of pre-cut fresh produce. Without recommending contract provisions to ensure the safety of such
produce, the manual suggests visiting the vendors plant before contracting and suggests evaluating key areas,
such as processing procedures and food safety measures. However, the manual contains no specific guidance
for ensuring safety in the procurement of other types of food, such as meat, poultry, and dairy products or
processed fruits, vegetables, and juices. Information is readily available from USDA that, if made available to
school food authorities, could help ensure the safety of foods that they procure. Such information appears in (
1) USDAs contract specifications for inspecting, storing, and transporting donated food products, as well as for
addressing special safety concerns presented by certain foods and ( 2) the Farm Service Agencys methodology
for formally examining the quality and safety practices of suppliers before accepting their bids. In addition, the
Agricultural Marketing Services Food Quality Assurance staff, which has provided presentations to some school
food service professionals on procurement practices that promote the safety of purchased food, has developed
a list of about 140 commercial item descriptions, which specify the prominent characteristics of each product.
While USDAs First Choice manual refers to these descriptions as a source of information about food products,
the descriptions also include useful information on other...
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