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CASCADE BOOKS, United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The poems of Cries of Earth and Altar speak of human laughter,
mystery, work, play, sorrow--and even rage--as an oblation set upon heaven s high altar, which, as Calvin
noted, is Christ himself. Upon that altar, the cries of earth are made a cry of glory, Abba, Father (Mark 14:36;
Rom 8:15)! With the exception of those poems labeled out of season, each poetic text is given a place in the
Christian liturgical calendar: Advent-Epiphany, Transfiguration Sunday, Lent-Pentecost, and Ordinary Time. In
the concluding essay, poetry and preaching are spoken of as fragile indicatives that implicitly call into question
all claims of inviolability and permanence for humanly wrought systems of thought, common life, and
governance. They survive as verbal, vocal, and physical gesture, as ink turned into blood. These poems reveal
the deep yearning that lies beneath the veneer. They could have been written only by a pastor like Charles
Bartow who spent his life searching for the holy in the lives of those around him. --M. Craig Barnes, President,
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ The power of poetry lies in its ability to give voice to the
mystical, magical, everlasting world beyond our knowing, and in these pages, Charles Bartow does just that for
the reader, crafting a liturgical calendar of faith that speaks to the heart of humankind. Filled with questioning,
wondering, remembering, and imagining, these prayerful poems speak to the enormity of our faith and the
intensity of our lives. --Kathleen Moore, Poet Laureate, San Ramon, CA Scholar, teacher, poet-preacher Charles
L. Bartow offers the refreshing gift of a liturgical poesis that weds poetry and preaching to doxology, showing
us once again that he...
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